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The Debate Begins

IRD Leaders Meet the National Council of Churches

Two hundred church execu-
tives gathered on March 24th in
the auditorium of the National
Council of Churches at 475 Riv-
erside Drive in New York to
meet two spokesmen for the In-
stitute on Religion and Demo-
cracy. The invitation to the IRD
read, "We want to discuss direct--
Titictsms you-mayhave~
concerning the approaches of the
NCC and the mainline denomina-
tions." The words spoken were
indeed '"direct,"- although both
sides affirmed that their argu-
ments were founded on a spirit
of love.

The event may prove to have
been the opening of a debate
which in time will reshape the

‘al and international outlcok

some of America's most im- -

portant religious institutions. IRD Chairman Edmund Robb addresses an audience of church of-
The meeting was prompted py  ficials and denominational staff persons at the National Council
the IRD's challenge to the main-  of Churches headquarters in New York City. He spoke as a part
line churches set forth in its of a dialogue between the NCC and the IRD.
founding statement, "Christiani-
ty and Democracy." The IRD
statement, drafted by Pastor Howard, a past President of the
Richard J. Neuhaus, charges NCC who chaired the session.
church bureaucracies with neg-
lecting the threats and abuses
from totalitarian governments of

Neuhaus began by charging
that the pattern of leadership in
.the .NCC and.its dominant meg
DET “Churcnes revealed, "first,
rayal of the liberal tradition,
-second, an abandonment of the
ecumenical task, third, and most
solemnly, a compromise of the
gospel of Christ."

ing the United States and its al-
lies. But, like the IRD statement
itself, the discussion at the NCC
explored many deeper matters.

Neuhaus and Edmund W.
Robb, Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee of the IRD,
made opening presentations.

Neuhaus noted his own roots
in the liberal tradition of social
action, and asserted that liberal-
They were answered by Bishop ism has been often betrayed by a

; A closed-minded elitism which of-
gﬁ;nﬁfcérrgggr%}g’Aifgséggﬂae?‘f ten suffers from revolutionary
General ,Secretar.y of the Re-’ fantasies. "The fascism we liber-

: : als fear has already arrived," he
?£$f§er?g: rcgf in tr/?‘emell‘\llgilioigdl asserted. "It's name is Commu-
N "
incii's Committee on US- NSM-
SSR Churﬁh Relatior}s.11 Thig The ecumenical task of the ;
opening exchange was followe NCC has been abandoned, he : j |
by spirited discussion from the charged, because church 1ea’ders Pa_stor Rl_charq Neuhaus makes a
floor, and from Rev. Willia . 359 point during his presentation at the
’ . M continued on page 3 NCC-IRD discussion.




Briefs

So far the Catholic Church in
Poland, with the protection of a
Polish Pope, has been strong
enough to deter the most brutal
harassments of the totalitarian
state. The Chronicle of The
Catholic Church in Lithuania, a
Gthuanian samizdat publication,
tells a more painful story. Ac-
cording to a bulletin of the Lith-
uanian Information Center, the
most recent issue of Chronicle
details the murder of Father
Bronius Laurinavicius, a member
of the Lithuanian Helsinki
Group, who had been. attacked in
the state press a few days before
his death for "luring youth to
church."

Chronicle charges that on No-
vember 24, 1981, at least three
witnesses saw several men seize
Father Laurinavicius and push
him under a passing truck. The
incident and its aftermath are
described in considerable detail,
including the testimony of doc-
tors on the scene. Father Laurin-
avicius had twice before told
close 1”1‘iend‘_s‘e of attempts to run
him over. is, says Chronicle,
the third priest to die in suspic-
ious circumstances since Octo-
ber, 1980,

*%%

When Jose Esteban Gonzalez vis-
ited Washington at the end of
March, the IRD staff helped him
meet a number of church lead-
ers. Gonzalez was the original
organizer of the
Permanent Commission on Hum-
an Rights, and the late dictator
Anastasio Somoza once describ-
ed him as "one of my most ef-
fective opponents." Today Gon-
zalez is still speaking out - now
against the Sandinista revolu-
tionary junta. The Sadinistas
don't want to hear it - they've
driven him into exile in Costa
Rica. A lot of American church
leaders don't want to hear eith-
er. But his testimony is powerful
- and it's getting through. In an
editorial page article in The
Washington Post (March 31J,
Gonzalez recounted his own vis-
its to mass graves of political
prisoners in Nicaragua in 1979
and 1980. He spoke of the 4,200
political prisoners now in Nica-

‘Bishops and the Arms

raguan jailss '"higher than the
highest figure ever registered
under Somoza." He spoke of gov-
ernment press censorship, and
attacks on political meetings and
the Miskito Indians. And he urg-

ed American liberals to "... stop
romanticizing a revolutionary
leadership that has turned

against the democratic promises
of the revolution."

*KX%

George Weigel, a syndicated col-
umnist for a number of Catholic
journals, has written a pamphlet
which bears note by all in the
debate about the church and dis-
armament. It's titled The Peace
ace, an

Nicaraguan . .

1t heartily commends church ™

leaders for their concern about
the possibilities of nuclear war.
But it adds, with some urgency,
these cautions:

A peace effort that merely
repeats Kurtz in Conrad's
Heart of Darkness and
shouts "lhe horror, the
horror!" may blind us to the
seriousness and difficulty
of the task we must under-
take if peace is to be more
than a chimera....

Our desperate need, as a
Church and as a country, is
for a third voice... a way
out of the twin dead-ends
of accomodation and
Armageddon.

The Weigel pamphlet, published
by a unique anti-war organiza-
tion called the World Without
War Council, is available from
the IRD for $2.00.

*K%*

Query: What could the following
superficially different descrip-
tions of the Institute on Religion
and Democracy actually have in
common?

"The Institute presents itself
as a fully independent organi-
zation, but is actually an au-
tonomous 'special project' of
the Coalition for a Democra-
tic Majority..."
Eric Hochstein and Ronald
O'Rourke, "A Report on the
Institute on Religion and
Democracy", October 13.

"Despite its several qualifica-
tions and superficially re-
strained tone, 'Christianity

and Democracy' (the IRD's
statement of principles - ed.)
is ultimately a careful
crafted endorsement of thw_
Reagan Administration's for-
eign policy."

Peter Steinfels, Christiani-

ty and Crisis, March

"Freedom House and the Insti-
tute on of Religion and Demo-
cracy, both of which are CIA
fronts..."
Sergio Ramirez Mercado,
member of the three-man
Sandinista junta in Nicara-
gua, in a speech reprinted
in The Nation, April 3rd.

Response: Is it an elitism that
denies moral and intellectual
standing, or good faith, to one's
critics or opponents - and treats
them as mere agents of some
evil power or interest? (See also,
"Mc Carthyism™.)

* %%

Michael Novak's new book is out:
The Spirit of Democratic Capi-
talism (oimon and OSchuster,
o0). It promises to stir

storm. This is no mere public & __
fairs potboiler, but a serious and
lucid work of theology, history,
and what used to be called polit-
ical economy. One of Novak's
best insights is his grasp of the
problem itself: while theologians
have expounded on Christianity
and monarchy, democracy, SO-
cialism, and a host of political
and economic ideas, there is al-
most no serious theological work
about the kind of economic order
in which today most Christian
churches actuaily live. Because
of this the capitalist economy
has been scorned as the incarna-
tion of greed and materialism.
Novak illuminates the spiritual
and moral framework of the
democratic capitalist system -
and powerfully defends it against
its socialist detractors. The im-
plications are radical. The book
can be ordered from the IRD.

Religion and Democracy
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' tion between the

NCC

\——ontinued from page 1

reach out only to those who

share- their social or political
values - not to all their "alienat-

ed -sisters and brothers in
Christ." '

Most importantly, Neuhaus
argued, many church Ileaders

have failed to hold the mission
of the church higher than their
political interests. What one
thinks of Ronald Reagan or El
Salvador, he contended, "often
pbecomes more important than
what one thinks of God."

require a greater understanding
of political differences: among
American  Christians, and a
greater stress on the importance
of human rights -and religious
freedom in Communist coun-
tries.

Bishop Armstrong appealed to
the IRD leaders to listen to "dif-
ferent truths", and not to think
that "the United OStates repre-
sents the Sermon on the Mount,
and the Soviet Union represents
the Devil." He conceded that
some NCC policy statements
may have been mistaken or "se-

"historically elected" for such a
task can be as much a burden as
a blessing, He added that his
statement is quite restrained in
its assessment of capitalism, and
merely notes the fact that "lib-
eral democracy only exists in the
world today where there is a

largely free market economy."

Grass Roots

Ed Robb was challenged on his
contention that many church
bureaucracies are out of step
with the "grass roots." He re-
plied that while this might not

———Greater Polarization

Ed Robb spoke from his
experience as a United Metho-
dist evangelist.. He noted that
many authorities on church life
see evangelicalism as the most
vital force in American Protes-
tantism today, and that there is
a related trend among Catholics.
The rise of evangelicalism is
hringing with it a greater polari-
"denomina-
&rronal agency bureaucrats and
many of the people in the pews."

Robb argued that the NCC
could help overcome this polari-
zation if it tried to act like the
genuinely open, ecumenical for-
um it was intended originally to
be. Instead, it has turned to a
rigid, undemocratic radicalism -
especially in its work in interna-
tional affairs. Robb cited speci-
fic NCC publications extolling

government of
prove his point.

Robb noted that some NCC
leaderss may now realize that
they have let things get out of
hand. He pointed to excerpts
that have been made public from
a closely guarded NCC study un-
dertaken by the Robert Johnston
Company, which argues that
many American church leaders
perceive the NCC as 'predicta-
bile" and "serving only the left
__side of the religious spectrum of
America."

But Robb warned that the
NCC cannot overcome its crisis
merely by better public relations
or the adoption of evangelical
rhetoric. The NCC must begin to
"see the world whole". This will

VNicar'ga to Tothe >Ij's poit

tective';but—he questioned-whe=
ther the IRD's concern for free-
dom extended to such pro-U.S.

countries as Chile or Argentina. .

While appealing for under-
standing and dialogue, Bishop
Armstrong also quoted the
charge that "Christianity and
Democracy is ultimately a care-
fully crafted endorsement of the
Reagan Administration's foreign
policy."

Political Ideology

Dr. Arie Brouwer, the fourth
panelist, argued that the IRD
was itself guilty of what it criti-
cized the NCC for doing: letting
"a favored political ideology
take hostage the gospel of
Christ." He accused the IRD of
"argument by implication, innu-
endo and insinuations", and cau-
tioned against an "obsession with
oyl - g
that Christ-
ians should be anti-Communist,
he said, "We Christians should
not allow ourselves to be defined
by our opponents in terms of
what we are against."

In the floor discussion, Neu-
haus further explained that his
complaint was not that the NCC
has become too radical, but
rather that "it cannot speak a
radical word because it is not
distinctively Christian in its wit-
ness."

To those who argued that his
statement appeared to glorify
the U.S. and the capitalist sys-
tem, he replied that while in the
world today "the United States is
the primary bearer of the vision
of liberal democracy," to be

e true—inmevery “denomination
the decline in membership in
most "mainline" denominations
suggested that people were vot-
ing with their feet.

When Rev. Howard, the mod-
erator, asked how many blacks
were involved in the IRD, Robb
surveyed the overwhelmingly
white NCC audience and re-
sponded, "About the same per-
centage as you have here." He
also reminded Howard of the
IRD's statement against apar-
theid in South Africa.

To a final question -- Why has
the NCC helped to promote the
guerrilla cause in El Salvador
while E1 Salvador's Catholic
Church favors a settlement
through the electoral process? --
Bishop Armstrong said he had
not been involved in the NCC's

dor. Ed Robb responded that the
Marxist Left had little popular
support in El Salvador, and that

the Salvadoran Catholic Church 7

favored continued U.5S. aid.

While the next day's New
York Times story on the debate
described it as "heated", it also
noted that "neither side was
willing to write off the other as
hopelessly lost." All participants
spoke of the importance of con-
tinuing the discussion. Although
at times it was sharp, it did
arouse vigor among the speakers
and attention in the audience
that is not always evident today
in mainline church forums.



The Democratic Alternative wWins in El Salvador

"It's quite obvious that the
people of El Salvador defied the
guerrillas in going to the polls,"
explained Ira Gallaway, an IRD
Executive Committee member
who visited El Salvador shortly
before the recent election. "The
people of El Salvador are ob-
viously saying something differ-
ent from what many of the lead-
ers of our national church bodies
are saying."

Gallaway was referring to a
background paper on El Salvador
quoted at length in a National
Council of Churches news re-
lease, and distributed widely last
year by officials of several
mainline denominations, which
proclaimed that "The majority of
the-people of £l Salvador have
chosen to unite under the leader-
ship of the FDR recognizing it as
their legitimate representa-
tive...." The FDR is the political
front group of the pro-Commun-
ist guerrillas.

"l can't understand," Gallaway
stated, '"now the churches up
nere or anyone who is really in-
terested in democracy could any
longer support the cause of the
guerrillas, who threatened death
to anyone whao voted." Dr. Gall-
away is pastor of the First
United Methodist Church in
Peoria, Illinois.

Among the many stirring
press accounts of the election

Father Theodore Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University,

and Congressman John Murtha, visit a polling place in San
Miguel, E1 Salvador on election day. The visit was part of their
helicopter tour of the San Miguel and Morazon Provinces as
members of the official U.S. team of observers.

was Warren Hoge's March 29
story .in the New York Times - a
paper which, with others in the
major media, has at times por-
trayed the conflict in El Salva-
dor as one where the only choice
is between rightist death squads
and their guerilla opponents.
Hoge wrote:

"Many of the voters

expressed a kind of
cheerful defiance today of
foreign doubts that they
would turn out in the
middle of so much conflict.
'Tell the truth', they
chanted in handclapping
rhythm as journalists' cars

and vans passed by voting
lines,"

Religion and Democracy
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Washington, D.C. 20036

“Protestants' Protest™ Available in
Film and Cassette

An excellent half-hour program on the con-
flict in' the churches over Marxism and revolu-
tion, broadcast last year over the PBS network
as part of the Ben Wattenberg At Large series,
is now available to Iocal churches in both
16 mm film and 3/4" video cassette from the
IRD.-Among those interviewed are the IRD's Ed
Robb, Dr. Claire Randall of the NCC, and
President Philip Potter of the World Council of
Churches. A showing will generate a lively
discussion in your church. Film rental: $30.
Cassette: $10,




