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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Partnering for Transformation 
in Sudan and South Sudan
by Faith J. H. McDonnell

Faith J. H. McDonnell is 
the Director of Religious 
Liberty Programs at the 
Institute on Religion & 
Democracy.

In 2016, IRD’s Religious Liberty Pro-
gram began a new partnership to 
relieve the suffering of Christians and 

other victims of persecution and war in 
Sudan and South Sudan. Our partners at 
the International Harbor Foundation 
(IHF) are just what I have for years been 
praying for—a group that connects the 

dots between global jihad and threats to 
our own nation the same way we do at 
the IRD.

International Harbor Foundation is 
a not-for-profit group founded and run 
by former members of the Special Opera-
tions community. My teammates on the 
South Sudan Relief Project are highly 
trained, skilled, professional gentlemen 
with whom I am honored to work. They 
agree with IRD’s mission and share our 
vision for Sudan and South Sudan. IHF 
explains the persecution of the Nuba by 
the Sudanese government very much as 
IRD would:

The Nuba Mountains are home to 
Sudan’s largest Christian population, 
and the Sudanese government has 
dedicated itself to their elimination. 
Sudanese jets and helicopters, sold to 

them by Russia, are carrying out daily 
bombing raids against civilian tar-
gets. These attacks have killed count-
less innocent civilians, destroyed their 
homes, and decimated their places of 
worship. Not since the Khmer Rouge 
exterminated over 1.7 million civil-
ians has the world born witness to a 

genocide of such propor-
tions, this time targeting 
innocent Christians and 
other African Sudanese, 
who resist Islamization 
and Arabization.

It is amazing how God 
connects people! I have 
helped our IHF partners 
to connect with Sudan’s 
marginalized people 
groups being oppressed 
and persecuted by the 
Islamist regime in Khar-
toum from Darfur, Beja 
land, Nubia, Nuba Moun-
tains, and Blue Nile State. 
From them we know what 
the Khartoum regime is 
doing to their people, with 

whom it is collaborating (such as radi-
cal Islamists—for example, the Islamic 
State is now making its way into Sudan 
on an increasing basis), and the dangers 
the United States faces from these unholy 
alliances. 

To help the IHF assist innocent 
war-affected Sudanese and South Suda-
nese civilians, I’ve connected them with 
numerous church, civil society, and gov-
ernment leaders in South Sudan. This will 
expedite our much-needed project for 
victims of human and sex trafficking, and 
other vulnerable people lacking educa-
tion, health care, and even food. 

The humanitarian crisis in South 
Sudan springs from armed conflict that 
began in December 2013 with former 
Vice President Riek Machar’s failed coup 

attempt against the South Sudan govern-
ment. Since that time, his army and Khar-
toum-sponsored militias have been at war 
with the South Sudan Army. Civilian 
communities have been attacked across 
South Sudan with thousands dead and 
millions displaced. 

As grievous tribalism rears its ugly 
head, IRD’s stand is to be pro-South 
Sudan. We pray that Christ Jesus, who 
has broken down in his flesh every dividing 
wall of hostility, would make the people of 
South Sudan one people. 

IRD is also pro-Truth. We have deep 
concerns over the desire of some Western 
powers to violate South Sudan’s sover-
eignty. How can this supposedly humani-
tarian response be reconciled with the 
United States and other Western powers 
never considering such intervention in 
Sudan, allowing Omar al-Bashir and his 
National Islamic Front regime to per-
petuate decades of racist genocide and 
jihad?

We want South Sudan to achieve its 
potential for prosperity, human flourish-
ing, and for a strong, vibrant Christian 
community. A transformed South Sudan, 
with its abundance of resources, could be 
a blessing to all of the nations of Africa in 
a peaceful and just society. And we want 
Sudan to enjoy freedom and equality for 
all its citizens—for NO people group to 
be marginalized. A transformed Sudan 
would make the whole world safer! 

A T-shirt that I purchased from the 
Sudanese community in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, not long after I began working 
at IRD depicts praying hands with broken 
shackles on them and the words, Sudan: 
The Truth Shall Set You Free. I believed 
it then, and I believe it now. As you read 
this, I will, God willing, just be return-
ing from the first visit to South Sudan of 
the IRD/IHF partnership. A partnership 
that God has raised up for such a time as 
this—to aid refugees and the oppressed 
from Sudan and South Sudan, and to help 
reveal the truth that will set people free. 

Students at Good Shepherd Academy in Juba, South Sudan 
are excited to learn! IRD friend Rev. John Chol Daau is the 
school founder and director.
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Episcopal Seminary 
Funeral March
Continued from page 9

supports the mission and ministry of the 
archbishop and the ACC.”

Among the Compass Rose Society’s 
mission partners are dioceses in Ghana, 
Southern Malawi, Jerusalem, Southern 
Africa, Mexico, and Brazil—jurisdictions 
in close relationship with the Episcopal 
Church. The Compass Rose Society sup-
ports Continuing Indaba, a program 
pairing Episcopal dioceses from the U.S. 
with those in the Global South “to wrestle 
with differences concerning issues such 
as human sexuality and theological inter-
pretation.” The program has been criti-
cized by the American Anglican Council 
as a promotion of revisionist views that 

Anglican Alliance: Backdoor for Episcopal 
Church funds into Africa?
Continued from page 10

conflict with a mainstream Christian 
view of marriage and sexuality.

Following Idowu-Fearon’s address to 
the group, CAPA released a communique 
that “noted with appreciation the impact 
of approaches like Umoja . . . and are com-
mitted to their further spread among our 
congregations.” 

Jeffrey H. Walton is the 
Communications Manager 
and Anglican Program 
Director at the Institute on 
Religion & Democracy.

Kelssi Williams served as 
a summer intern at the 
Institute on Religion & 
Democracy and is a senior 
at Harding University in 
Searcy, Arkansas.

The rationale for this resolution went 
even further: “European American peo-
ples of the United States arrived in North 
America with an unquenchable thirst for 
land, claiming the Doctrine of Discovery 
as justification for the brutal conquest of 
indigenous lands and the destruction of 
native peoples.”

Another resolution at GA called for 
a “comprehensive review of the history of 
the Doctrine of Discovery,” a process that 
would include “contacting Native Ameri-
can tribes and individuals” to better 
understand the doctrine. However, that 
resolution was superseded by the resolu-
tion apologizing to Native Americans. 

PC(USA) General 
Assembly 2016
Continued from page 8

“Impressive as the resources are and 
in spite of EDS’s being second wealthi-
est of the Episcopal seminaries, the use 
of capital endowment to balance budgets 
will lead to dire consequences five or so 
years ahead,” wrote Former EDS Deans 
Harvey Guthrie and Bill Rankin. “The 
costs involved in continuing as an accred-
ited, degree-granting institution would 
fairly quickly devour the resources.”

Meanwhile, Anglican Ink reports that 
Bexley-Seabury is closing its Columbus, 
Ohio, campus partnership with Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary and will consolidate 
its presence at UCC-affiliated Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Bexley-Seabury 
had already shuttered a Rochester, New 
York, campus partnership with Col-
gate Rochester Crozer Divinity School 
in 2008. Bexley-Seabury has a full-time 
enrollment of 17 students and four full-
time faculty as of autumn 2015. 

Five Shocking Things I Learned as an IRD Intern
Continued from page 20

is possible to show Christ’s love to people, 
while still accepting biblical values.

(5.) More Sojourners Folks and the 
Justice Conference

I list the Justice Conference twice because, 
most shockingly, this is an Evangelical 
conference that 
attracts young 
Evangelicals like 
me. When Lisa 
Sharon Harper, 
Sojourners chief 
church engage-
ment officer, 
spoke in the con-
ference line-up, 
I knew Wallis’ 
bizarre talk was 
not a fluke.

Similar to 
Wallis, Harper presented a racial griev-
ance narrative and condemned a conser-
vative Christian world view. “We have 
transported the view of racial hierarchy, 
of sexual hierarchy, of gender hierarchy 
and we slapped some Bible on it and we 
called it a day,” Harper declared.

Racial reconciliation is an admirable 
issue to take up with young Christians, 

but the grievance rhetoric was unhelp-
ful. T. D. Jakes’ Dallas church The Pot-
ter’s House held a panel discussion about 
the state of racial relations following the 
deaths of Alton Sterling, Philando Cas-
tile, and five Dallas police officers. Instead 
of shame and guilt, a conversation about 

reconciliation took 
place. Isn’t that the 
way the Church 
should be address-
ing this issue?

I’m grateful to 
the IRD for allow-
ing me to witness 
the unorthodox 
distortions and 
misleading rheto-
ric present in the 
underbelly of the 
Church. It has 

given me a greater appreciation for the 
gift of discernment. 

Instead of shame and 
guilt, a conversation 

about reconciliation took 
place. Isn’t that the way 
the Church should be 
addressing this issue?

Joseph  Rossell serves as 
Research Analyst at IRD.
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Support IRD by adding us 
to your will today!

www.theird.org/give

The Institute on Religion & Democracy
We are Christians working to reaffirm the church’s biblical and 
historical teachings, strengthen and reform its role in public life, 
protect religious freedom, and renew democracy at home and 
abroad.

Interning with the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy since 
June, I’ve had eye-opening experi-

ences about the behind-the-scenes 
unorthodox goings-on of the Church, 
especially within my own Evangeli-
cal realm. I’ve composed a list of five 
shocking things learned 
about liberalism in the 
church while at IRD:

(1.) Who is Jim Wallis?

At the beginning of this 
summer I transcribed 
audio recordings from 
the 2016 Justice Confer-
ence. My mind was blown 
by what Sojourners Presi-
dent Jim Wallis—whom 
I was previously unfa-
miliar with—had to say: 
an entire speech white-
shaming Christians. Dur-
ing his racial grievance 
speech, Wallis cited a fam-
ily Christmas gathering as 
an example of innate rac-
ism among whites. “My 
little guy Jack, he’s 12 and he’s 5’7 
½,” explained Wallis. “[Family and 
friends] said Jack you’re so big, strong, 
athletic, impressive. No one said Jack 
you look threatening or scary.”

Racism exists and I believe in 
fighting racism. However, white-
shaming Christian youth at a con-
ference is not the way to go about it. 
Wallis’ approach is absurd. On what 
planet would a black 12-year-old go to 
visit his family and be told he looks 
threatening? I might not be as old as 
Wallis, but I’m pretty sure it is the 
Church’s position to unify people of 
different races.

(2.) The UMC Just Elected an Openly 
Gay Bishop

I was utterly surprised by the election of 
Rev. Karen Oliveto as Bishop by the Unit-
ed Methodist Church’s Western Jurisdic-
tion in July. Oliveto is the first openly 
lesbian bishop elected in the UMC. It’s 

fascinating to me that delegates elected an 
official whose lifestyle is in direct conflict 
with their denomination’s doctrine. That 
is something I would not have considered 
as possible before working at the IRD. But 
stepping back and considering the social 
justice jargon pushing liberal agendas in 
our church communities, I shouldn’t be 
shocked. I’m more surprised professing 
Christians are falling for it.

(3.) Wild Goose Festival

The 2016 Wild Goose Festival, a progres-
sive Christian gathering in Hot Springs, 
North Carolina, was a shock to me (see a 
report by IRD’s Chelsen Vicari on page 

11). Since when do Christian workshops 
include “Creating a Trans-Friendly 
Church,” “A Progressive Evangelical 
Call,” and “Cosmic Mass”? Vicari 
noted at the gathering, attended pre-
dominately by white, retirement-age 
hippies, “I met several kind people who 

I’m sure love Jesus. I just pray 
they also learn to love his Truth 
too.” I could not have put it into 
better words. God’s truth needs 
to be recognized and valued as 
much as his love.

(4.) “The Queering Project of 
Jesus”

In June, British Bishop Alan 
Wilson gave a keynote address 
titled, “Same-Sex Marriage and 
the Queering Project of Jesus” 
during the Queering Paradigms 
Conference in the Cayman 
Islands. Wilson criticized the 
belief that the human body has 
natural uses and also rejected 
the notion that God created spe-
cific intentions when designing 
our bodies. He suggested that 

homosexuality offends some people 
because they hold a simplistic idea of 
what the natural human being looks 
like.

I was surprised by Wilson’s dis-
missal of complementary gender 
norms, but I circle back to Vicari’s 
statement about Wild Goose Festival 
participants: It is important to not only 
accept Christ’s love, but his truth as 
well. We cannot pick and choose which 
Scriptures we want to use and which we 
can discard in order to pander to those 
who disagree with certain passages. It 

Caïn venant de tuer son frère Abel, by Henry Vidal in Tuileries 
Garden in Paris, France (Photo: Alex E. Proimos/Wikimedia 
Commons)

Continued on page 19

Five Shocking Things I Learned about Liberal 
Christianity as an IRD Intern
by Kelssi Williams


