
EDITOR AND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mark Tooley

CHAIRMAN

David M. Stanley

VICE CHAIRMAN

John Stumbo

STEERING COMMITTEE

Gerald Anderson
Karl Baumgardner
William Bonner
Karen Booth
Janice Crouse
John Dowlin
Ira Galloway
J. Robert Ladd
Brenda Menzies
Andrew Miller
Thomas Oden
Robert Parrott
Edmund Robb, III
William Smallwood
Glen Spann
Jean Leu Stanley
Helen Rhea Stumbo

ADVISORY BOARD

George Anderson
Riley Case
Ellsworth Kalas
H.T. Maclin
Joy Moore
Quentin Nesbitt
T. Terrell Sessums
Faye Short
Donald Wildmon

IRD Vice PRESIDENT

Alan Wisdom

UMACTION STAFF

Jerald Walz
John Lomperis

Spring 2005
A newsletter for United Methodists working for Scripture-based reform in our denomination.  Circulation: 355,000

For possibly the fi rst time in 
recent decades, a United 
Methodist bishop has publicly 

denounced abortion as a “moral 
horror.” 

Speaking to a United Methodist 
pro-life group in Washington, D.C., 
Bishop Timothy Whitaker of Flori-
da regretted that United Methodist 
agencies belong to the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
(RCRC), which defends unrestricted 
abortion rights.

The United Methodist Board of 
Church and Society, which owns 
the Capitol Hill United Methodist 
Building in which Bishop Whitaker 
spoke, is a founding member of 
RCRC and lobbies against restric-
tions on abortion.  The 
United Methodist Wom-
en’s Division is also a member of RCRC. 

Many United Methodists have criticized these 
agencies for violating the United Methodist Book 
of Discipline, paragraph 161J.  It is a mixed state-
ment.  It says “Our belief in the sanctity of unborn 
life makes us reluctant to approve abortion” but 
goes on to “support the legal option of abor-
tion under proper medical procedures” in “tragic 
confl icts of life with life that may justify abortion”.  
However, the Discipline strongly opposes abortion 

BISHOP WHITAKER DEFENDS UNBORN 
CHILDREN AND DENOUNCES ABORTION 

for birth control, abortion for gender selection, and 
partial-birth abortion.  How do the Board of Church 
and Society and the Women’s Division justify their 
support for unrestricted abortion?

Whitaker also lamented that the United Meth-
odist Bishops’ Initiative on Children in Poverty, 
which focused on ministries for children, included 
“not even scant mention [of] the deaths of unborn 
children because of abortion.”

United Methodism has succumbed to secular 
society’s preoccupation with 
“private rights,” Whitaker not-
ed.  But Christianity believes in 
both rights and responsibilities. 

“Therefore we cannot en-
dorse a woman’s right to abort 
an unborn child as a morally 
neutral decision because we 
understand that the child also 
has a right to live and the 

ACTION:  Ask your bishop what he or she thinks 
about United Methodist agency support for 
unrestricted abortion, in conflict with the Book of 
Discipline, par. 161J.   Check out www.lifewatch.
org for the full text of Bishop Whitaker’s speech 
at the United Methodist Building and for other 
information about building a culture of life within 
United Methodism.     

Bishop Whitaker called abortion a “moral horror.” (UMNS)

continued on page 5...
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A church appeals committee 
overturned the defrock-
ing of openly homosexual 

minister Beth Stroud.  The liberal-
dominated Northeast Jurisdiction 
Appeals Committee voted 8-1 in 
favor of Stroud, even though the 
United Methodist Church Book of 
Discipline explicitly prohibits clergy 
from being sexually active outside 
of marriage.

The Rev. Scott Campbell, an 
outspoken critic of United Meth-
odist teachings on sexual ethics, 
chaired the appeals committee.  

Stroud, who attended the ap-
peals committee hearing with her 
same-sex companion, later told a 
press conference that she looks to 
a day when the church is “inclusive 
of all sexual orientations.”

The appeals committee ruling 
is not fi nal; it will be reviewed  by 
the Judicial Council of the entire 
United Methodist Church later 
this year.  If past rulings are any 
indication, the Judicial Council 
will almost certainly set aside the 
appeals committee decision and 
affi rm the original church court de-
cision that Stroud is not eligible to 
serve as a UM clergy person.

Beth Stroud was defrocked by 
a church trial last December.  She 
had publicly challenged United 
Methodism’s teachings by declar-
ing her ongoing sexual involvement 
with another woman.   The United 
Methodist Church’s Book of Dis-

LESBIAN MINISTER WINS TEMPORARY APPEAL, 
BUT THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL WILL DECIDE

cipline states that 
clergy must show 
“fi delity in mar-
riage and celibacy 
in singleness.”   It 
also states that 
“self-avowed prac-
ticing homosexu-
als” may not serve 
as clergy.

But the ap-
peals committee, 
dominated by 
people who do not 
support United 
Methodist teach-
ings on marriage 
and sexuality, 
chose to overrule 
the church’s 
policies in Stroud’s 
favor.   The com-
mittee justifi ed its 
stance by alleging 
that the church had 
not defi ned what 
“practicing homo-
sexual” means.
And it claimed 
that the prohibition of extra-marital 
sexual behavior was somehow an 
illegal new “doctrine” invented by 
the United Methodist General Con-
ference in recent years.

The governing General Con-
ference of the United Methodist 
Church has debated homosexual-
ity every four years since 1972 
and has always decided in favor 

of traditional 
Christian
teachings.
The margins 
of those 
votes, typi-
cally two to 
one, will 
grow larger 
as the church 

ACTION:  Please thank LaGretta Bjorn for 
courageously standing alone in refusing to 
ignore the standards of the United Methodist 
Church.  She can be reached at Spring Valley 
United Methodist Church, 2 South Madison 
Avenue. Spring Valley, New York 10977-5538.   

continues to become more interna-
tional and as the most theologically 
liberal regions in the U.S. continue 
to decline the most quickly.

Less than 15 percent of United 
Methodists live in the church’s lib-
eral Northeast Jurisdiction, which is 
rapidly declining in membership.

The church’s Judicial Coun-
cil has ruled that church trial jury 
members who cannot in con-
science support the church’s 
teachings on sexuality must recuse 
themselves.  But the Judicial Coun-
cil has not ruled on the permissibil-
ity of appeals committee members 
serving even if they oppose church 

Openly lesbian UM Minister Beth Stroud speaks to 
reporters. (UMNS)

continued on page 3...
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UMAction Advisory Board 
Member Joy Moore brought 
hundreds of applauding 

black United Methodist pastors to 
their feet at the bi-annual Pastors 
of African-American Congregations 
Convocation, sponsored by the Unit-
ed Methodist Board of Discipleship.

Moore preached on “the idea of 
a purpose-given life,” playing off the 
title of Rick Warren’s mega-seller, 
The Purpose-Driven Life.

Over 650 pastors—most of 
whom were African American—gath-
ered in Atlanta for the event, whose 
speakers included Bishops James 
Swanson and Linda Lee.

“We like rules and ap-
plications, history and cul-
tural information, religious 
trivia over telling the old, 
old story,” Moore exclaimed 
from the pulpit.    

“We’re more offended 
about racism than we are 
the fact that most of us 
don’t even need a Bible,” 
Moore preached.  “See, 
there’s a reason for the in-
justice if you never go to the 
place where you learn what 
true justice is!”

Moore warned, “God 
does not sit silently by while 

JOY MOORE SHAKES UP PASTORS CONVOCATION

his children indulge in perversion.”  
God allows us to go our way, but 
we reap the consequences of our 
“sinful ways.”

“I’m grateful to be a Wesleyan,” 
Moore said, because Wesley be-
lieved in free will.  “But we must 
acknowledge that every tragedy 
can be traced back to rebellion 
against God.”  

God never intended for us to be 
by ourselves, Joy stressed.  We are 
to be our brothers’ and sisters’ keep-
ers, holding each other accountable 
before God.  She said, “God doesn’t 
love us because of what we’ve done, 

and God doesn’t stop loving us be-
cause of what we do.”

“We need to remember … [t]hat 
we can’t face his resurrection and 
turn back to the chains of yester-
day,” Moore declared.  “The prac-
tice and purpose that we have as 
Trinitarian believers is to live so that 
others see Christ in us and know 
that God is God.”

Amid shouts of “hallelujah, hal-
lelujah, thank you Jesus,” Moore 
enthusiastically concluded, “When 
you stumble, God will pull you up 
God pulls us up from sin with His 
grace, word, and blood.”

ACTION: Order a tape of Joy Moore’s sermon at 
www.gntvmin.org or by calling 478-745-2366.  

UMAction Leader Joy Moore 
preaches. (UMNS)

teachings, an issue clearly in play 
with the Beth Stroud appeal.    

Only one of the nine appeals 
committee  members voted to 
uphold the  church’s standards on 
sexual ethics.   LaGretta Bjorn is 
a clergywoman in Spring Valley, 

New York.  
“It is not within the purview of 

the appellate body to legislate,” 
Bjorn declared in her lonely dis-
sent.  But most of her colleagues 
decided it was within their power 
to ignore the General Conference, 
the Book of Discipline, and the 
Judicial Council in order to rule in 
Stroud’s favor.

Lesbian Minister...
...continued from page 2 www.ird-renew.org

For the latest updates, 

check out IRD’s newly-

redesigned website!
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Garrett Seminary President 
Ted Campbell and Bishop 
Scott Jones of Kansas 

agree that the United Methodist 
Church needs more emphasis on 
Christian doctrine. 

The two were discussing 
and debating the essentials of 
Wesleyan theology at an annual 
symposium for United Methodist 
clergy outside Chicago in February.  

“Doctrine is crucial for the 
existence of a religious organiza-
tion, and we haven’t done a good 
job,” Jones said.  “How do we 
stay Wesleyan if we don’t heed the 
Notes and Sermons of John Wesley 
in some way?”

He addressed the responsibil-
ity of clergy to uphold the church’s 
teachings.  “You need to not 
preach your personal theology but 
preach the theology of the church,” 
Jones said.  “You are duty bound 
to be Wesleyan.  Dissent from the 
church is important but must be 
done appropriately.”

Jones said that United Meth-
odists are not supposed to con-
tradict the church’s doctrinal stan-
dards, but can “go beyond and 
expand.”  Disagreeing with non-
doctrinal parts of The Discipline,
such as the Social Principles, is 
less problematic than disagreeing 
with the Articles of Religion or the 
Confession, he added. 

“Disapproving of [labor] unions 
is not as serious as being Unitar-
ian,” Jones said.   He noted 
that the model deed that 
John Wesley developed for 
Methodist preaching hous-
es specifi ed that preachers 
must heed Wesley’s doctri-
nal standards.

Recalling that the 
“Wesleyan Quadrilateral” 

UM BISHOP, SEMINARY PRESIDENT STRESS 
IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

was “a way for United Methodists 
to get away from too much em-
phasis on Scripture,” Jones said it 
was “abused by some parts of the 
church in the 1970’s and 1980’s.”

Campbell was the primary 
presenter at the conference, and 
Jones was his respondent.  The 
Garrett president began by listing 
the essentials of Christian doctrine 
as described by John Wesley, 
which Campbell cited as the Trin-
ity, the deity of Christ, the atone-
ment, biblical authority, original 
sin, justifi cation by faith alone, and 
regeneration by new birth. 

Wesley believed that the doc-
trine of the Trinity of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit was a “fundamen-
tal belief” of Christian faith, ac-
cording to Campbell.  

Believing in the “complete 
divinity” of Christ was also “es-
sential” to Wesleyan Christianity, 
as Campbell explained.   Simi-
larly, Wesley thought there was 
“nothing of greater consequence” 
than the doctrine of atonement.
Without belief in the atonement, 
religion becomes merely deism, 
Wesley feared.  

Another traditional Protestant 
belief that Wesley affi rmed and 
thought essential was justifi cation 
by faith alone, Campbell said.  But 
Wesley’s emphasis was slightly 
different because he insisted that 
while faith must include assent to 
correct doctrine, it must also en-

gage the heart and affections..
Jones explained that doctrine 

was not necessary for salvation but 
was essential for “genuine Chris-
tian teaching.” He recalled that 
the United Methodist stance on 
abortion, which speaks of “tragic 
confl icts of life with life” that might 
justify abortion was originally con-
ceived by the late ethicist Paul 
Ramsey.  Most abortions in Ameri-
ca are for birth control and, accord-
ing to United Methodist standards, 
are “immoral,” Jones noted.  “You 
don’t hear the United Methodist 
Women and others saying that.”   

“We elect leaders who are 
managers rather than leaders,” 
Jones observed of the church.  
“We don’t do doctrine very well 
because we don’t care about it.  
We care about hymnody and social 
issues.”

Noting that the Kansas Confer-
ence (of which he recently became 
bishop) had suffered a 50 percent 
loss in Sunday school attendance, 
Jones complained of widespread 
membership decline. “The United 
Methodist Church has become 
more liberal and the culture more 
conservative and people have gone 
elsewhere,” he said.  “There has to 
be greater doctrinal discipline.” 

“There is a bend-over-
backwards, don’t-offend-anybody 
attitude in the United Methodist 
Church that doesn’t mention 
Jesus,” Jones observed.

ACTION:  Thank Bishop Jones for his comments about the 
importance of historic United Methodist beliefs:  9440 East 
Boston #160, Wichita, KS 67207-3600;  fax:  316-684-0044; 
email:  kansasbishop@kswestumc.org.
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community has a responsibility to 
care for this child if the mother is un-
able to rear it,” the bishop said.   

Whitaker called upon United 
Methodists to “apply our theological 
refl ection, our pastoral guidance and 
our public witness against the vio-
lence of abortion in the name of the 
God of peace.”

“Can there be any doubt that 
there is silence and passivity about 
abortion in our church?” Whitaker 
asked.  He wondered how many 
United Methodist sermons discuss 
abortion and how many congrega-
tions are supporting crisis pregnancy 
centers to help women with unwant-
ed pregnancies.

“Do no harm,” was the fi rst of 
John Wesley’s General Rules for 

Jim Winkler, who heads the 
United Methodist lobby offi ce 
in Washington, D.C., sharply 

attacked the U.S. role in Iraq in a 
speech to the very liberal Methodist 
Federation for Social Action.

“The war in Iraq remains a di-
saster despite the seemingly good 
news of the [Iraqi] election,” Winkler 
opined.   He was speaking in March 
at a Portland, Oregon church.

“I cannot think of a single per-
son who has been held accountable 
for this illegal war of aggression,” 
Winkler complained.  He blamed 
the United States for hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis killed in either 
the war or previous sanctions.  He 
spoke of “numerous atrocities” 
committed by U.S. troops.

To illustrate his anti-war 
point, Winkler asked how 
Americans would react if 
a “foreign military invasion 
force occupied our major 
cities, arresting and tortur-
ing Americans.” 

UM LOBBYIST ATTACKS U.S. ROLE IN IRAQ
Winkler also condemned “ex-

tremist” and “Christianist” forces 
in the United States, who insist on 
posting the Ten Commandments, 
displaying public nativity scenes, 
and opposing “gay and lesbian” 
people.  He likened Christian 
schools in America to Islamic ma-
drassahs in Pakistan and elsewhere 
that advocate hatred and terrorism.  

According to Winkler, conserva-
tive Christians in the United States 
are creating a “virtual alternative so-
ciety” that he fi nds dangerous.

Winkler is general secretary 
of the United Methodist Board of 
Church and Society in Washington, 
D.C., which spends about $5 million 
annually for political lobbying. 

ACTION:  Please express your concerns about Winkler’s 
statements to the president of the General Board of Church 
and Society:  Bishop Beverly Shamana, Post Office Box 
980250, West Sacramento, CA 95798-0250; fax:  916-372-
9062;  e-mail: bishop@calnevumc.org.    

Methodists, Whitaker recalled.  Be-
ing faithful to this rule means, “Do 
no harm to the unborn!  Do no harm 
to the witness of the Church as a 
peaceable people!  Do no harm to 
the Gospel of peace!”

Several months later, Whitaker 
similarly spoke out about the case of 
Terry Schiavo, the disabled Florida 
woman kept alive by artifi cial feed-
ing tubes. “A fundamental moral 
principle consistent with faith in God 
revealed in Jesus Christ is to always 
care rather than to kill,” the bishop 
said.

A person who is in a “persistent 
vegetative state” is not a vegetable 
to her loved ones, Whitaker ob-
served.  The love that Mrs. Schiavo’s 
parents and siblings showed her was 
of “immense value” and no expert 
could judge the effect of that love 
upon even the severely disabled 

woman, he said. For Christians, this 
kind of love is a witness to God’s 
love in Jesus Christ.

“Moral refl ection should include 
consideration of the value of the love 
of caregivers as well as the condition 
of the one receiving care,” Whitaker 
wrote.  “I believe it would be better to 
let her live because she is the benefi -
ciary of abundant love.” 

Whitaker also criticized the “indi-
vidualistic perspective” that believes 
a person may decide for himself 
whether or not to live or die, with-
out considering the ability of others 
to love and care.  Such “absolute 
individual autonomy” could lead to 
physician-assisted suicide and active 
euthanasia, he worried.

“The church’s mission is not to 
be the chaplain to a culture of death,” 
Whitaker concluded, “but to be a wit-
ness to the love of God in the world.”

UM Bishop...
...continued from page 5

Jim Winkler. (UMNS)
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The Institute on Religion & Democracy
1110 Vermont Ave., NW, Suite 1180
Washington, DC 20005-3593

(202) 969-8430
www.ird-renew.org/umaction

    

www.ird-renew.org - Sign up online for UMAction email updates!

Help Us Reach A Million Homes!
Yes, I (we) want to help UMAction inform one million United Methodists 
and their families about the urgent need for church reform and faithful-
ness.  Enclosed it my tax-deductible gift of:

� $50 � $75 � $100 � Other $_____

 Please send UMAction Briefi ng to the United Methodists on the   
enclosed list of names and addresses.

 Please send UMAction Briefi ng to the names I have marked in the  
 enclosed church directory.

My Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip: 

Clip and mail to:   UMAction c/o IRD
   1110 Vermont Ave. NW, Suite 1180
   Washington, DC 20005 

If you are receiving duplicates of UMAction Briefi ng, please send us your 
address labels.

Don’t Leave Our Church!
Stay and Work for Reform!

We tell you the painful truth 
about what has gone wrong with 
The United Methodist Church:  
unfaithfulness and far-left partisan 
politics by too many high church 
offi cials.  We don’t enjoy bringing 
you bad news, but we must tell the 
truth.

The good news is the growing 
movement to restore Scriptural 
faithfulness in our church.  More 
and more United Methodists are 
working together for reform and 
renewal.

Don’t leave! Our great Methodist 
heritage is too valuable to be 
abandoned.  Join with us to help 
the United Methodist Church 
return to its Wesleyan roots as a 
growing, evangelical, Christian 
church living Christ’s Great 
Commission: “Go and make 
disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 
28:19)
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YOUR OPINION, 
PLEASE!

Should The United 
Methodist Church 
continue its annual 
$5 million spending 
for the lobby offi ce 
in Washington, D.C. 

to make political 
pronouncements in the 
name of our church?

 � Yes

 � No

 � Not sure
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