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Two UM Bishops Undermine the
Christian Faith They Are Pledsed to Defend

n event called “Kairos
CoMotion” attracted
over 300 people,

mostly United Methodists,
to Madison, Wisconsin, in
February 2002. lts stated
objective was to combat “a
growing exclusiveness in The
United Methodist Church.”
Its special focus was to
attack United Methodism’s
stand for Christian sexual
morality and against homo-
sexual practice.

Featured speakers
included United Methodist
Bishop Sharon Zimmerman
Rader of Wisconsin, retired
UM Bishop Judy Craig, and
retired Episcopal Bishop
Jack Spong. Other present-
ers included Larry Pickens,
a member of the UM Judicial
Council (the church’s highest
court); Susan Laurie, a self-

identified lesbian and staff
member of the “Reconciling
Ministries Network;” and
Greg Dell, a Chicago UM
pastor and prominent pro-
homosexuality advocate.
The Book of Discipline
requires all United Methodist
Bishops “to guard the faith,
order, liturgy, doctrine, and
discipline of the Church” and
“to guard, transmit, teach,
and proclaim, corporately
and individually, the apos-
tolic faith as it is expressed
in Scripture and tradition,
and, as they are led and
endowed by the Spirit, to
interpret that faith evan-
gelically and prophetically.”
UM doctrine includes the
Articles of Religion, which
strongly affirm the traditional
Christian faith. The Book of
Discipline affirms the sanc-

tity of the mar-
riage covenant,
requires “fidelity
in marriage and
celibacy in single-
ness” for all UM
clergy, declares
that “the practice
of homosexuality
is incompatible
with Christian
teaching,” and
prohibits “self-
avowed practicing
homosexuals”
from serving as
UM clergy. See
The Book of Dis-
cipline, pars. 45,
103, 161C, 161G,
304, 404, and
414,

However,
Bishop Rader

continued on page 2

Bishop Sharon Rader

UMNS photo by Tom McAnally

Richard Lewis /gction: Remind Bishop Sharon Rader, politely and graciously, that she pledged to

JH'T'I\I/IV‘QCIM uphold our church’s Discipline and doctrine, including the historic Christian faith and the
Oy oore

Quentin Nesbitt authority of Scripture. Address: 750 Windsor Street, Suite #303, Sun Prairie, WI 53590.
Edmund Robb, Jr.

Fax: 608-837-0281. E-mail: szrader@aol.com. (If'you contact Bishop Rader, please send a

T. Terrell Sessums

Donald Wildmon copy of your comments to UMAction as well at cregner@ird-renew.ors. or fax 202-969-

8429 Thank you! Before writing her or other United Methodist officials, please pray for
IRD PRrESIDENT

Diane Knippers guidance to communicate Christ’s love for His church, and your love for our church, in a

winsome and loving manner that will be faithful, effective, and persuasive.




continued from page 1
urged the audience to assert their
own identities against all authori-
ties, secular and religious. She
complained, “We've been warned
not to challenge our govern-
ment or its unjust economy or
its military policies...\We've been
warned not to talk openly about
sexuality. We've been warned not
to say that we believe The Book of
Discipline is sometimes incompat-
ible with Christian teaching. We've
been warned not to say that we
are gay or lesbian.”

Imploring her hearers to defy
these warnings, Bishop Rader
quoted Jose Hobday, a New Age
mystic and one-time teacher at the
University of Creation Spirituality,
to the effect that everyone must
“take a step into yourself” and
“take a step into mystery.”

Bishop Craig implored the
audience to live “a faith appropri-
ate to our time,” setting aside the
ancient creeds. “Contending with
heresy is what helps keep ortho-
doxy alive,” she asserted. “We are
saying of the tradition and ortho-
doxy that it is the heresy.” Denying
the Christian belief that God is per-
manent and unchanging, she said
she prefers to live in “a tradition
that is new every day.”

Bishop Craig explained her per-
sonal creed: “I do believe Scripture
reveals essential knowledge of
the God of the universe, and | do
believe the work of Jesus is critical
to the work of my life. Now let’s
see, what particular words have
| left out? Salvation, propitiation,
atonement. I'm working on those
words ... maybe someday. | didn’t

talk about final authority....”
Attacking the authority of the
traditional Christian faith was a
common theme throughout Kairos
CoMotion. During a workshop
on homosexuality, retired United
Methodist pastor John Kruse
alluded to the irony that many
leaders of this conference were
on church payrolls: “The church
is one of the only institutions that
pays people to subvert it.”
Although Kairos CoMotion was
advertised as a non-denomina-
tional Christian event, much of the
worship and some of the program
material appeared to be a mix-
ture of religions. The conference
manual quoted widely from Eastern
spirituality and offered blessings for
food from the Zen, Chinook, and
Christian traditions.

UM Lobby Agency Officials Attack Critics

he UM General Board of
| Church and Society’s Gen-
eral Secretary, Jim Winkler,
attacked the lobby agency’s critics
as “fundamentalists” in his speech
to the agency’s Directors at their
March 2002 meeting near Wash-
ington, DC.

Winkler denounced the Sep-
tember 11 terrorism as “one of
the most despicable and fanatical
acts in American history,” but then
alleged that this terrorism was a
direct result of a “heresy” which he
called “fundamentalism.”

Winkler denounced fundamen-
talism in “all its forms.” He spe-
cifically applied his broad-brush
“fundamentalist” label to the terror-
ists of September 11, Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s policies
toward the Palestinians, Hindu vio-
lence against Muslims in India, and
the “continuing threat to mainline
Protestantism here” from evangeli-
cal renewal movements.

Jim Winkler is the General Secretary of the Board of Church and Society

Winkler’s attack echoed the
growing effort by some in the news
media to label all orthodox Chris-
tians as “fundamentalists.”

Winkler defended the Board’s
October 2001 statement opposing
the war on terrorism. UMAction
and other United Methodist reform
groups criticized that statement,
which ignored language in the UM
Social Principles acknowledging
that most Christians believe war is
justified in some situations.

“We heard from many people”
as a result of that statement,
Winkler said. Though he said the
response from the public had been
both supportive and critical, the
criticism was clearly in mind as he
bemoaned the “threat” to mainline
Protestantism.

The Board’s President, Bishop
Clifton Ives of West Virginia, also
seemed to be responding to criti-
cism of the Board’s opposition to
the war on terrorism. “Some will
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seek to distort what we do,” lves
complained. ‘It happened at the
last Board meeting. Some waited
eagerly to distort our efforts,” he
claimed.

Ives said, “Some have a hard
time seeing us. Sometimes the
Board feels unheard.” He warned
of “forces at work to throw Church
and Society out of The United
Methodist Church because we

see things others don’t see.” He
continued on page 3

UMNS photo by Yousef Allan
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Bishop Ives is the president of the Board of

Church and Society

was referring to UMAction’s call
to abolish the Board of Church
and Society and create a new
UM social witness reflecting the
informed consciences of UMC
members.

/—Zlction: Check out the UM Board of Church and Soci-
ety’s website to stay updated on its political lobbying activi-

ties: www.ume-gbes.org. Ask your church’s Administrative

Council and your Annual Conference to support abolishing

the Board of Church and Society and restoring a responsible
United Methodist social witness.

Winkler and Ives proposed a
renewed emphasis on the Social
Principles of the denomination,
which the Board often claims
as the basis for its political pro-
nouncements and lobbying. Win-
kler proposed a special church-
wide commission to organize a
commemoration of the church’s
social creed, whose 100th anniver-
sary will be in 2008.

Winkler also listed some of the
Board’s political goals, including
campaign finance reform, restor-
ing U.S. funding for international

birth control services, opposing oil
exploration in the Arctic, opposing
increased U.S. defense spending,
and increasing welfare programs
for children.

The Board approved a $5,000
grant to Methodists United for Peace
with Justice, a small group of liberal
UMs who oppose any U.S. anti-
missile defense system. Another
$5,000 grant went to the Institute for
Peace and Justice, another liberal
organization that claims to confront
the “reallities of war, racism, and
global economic injustice.”

Help Us Reach A Million Homes!

Yes, | (we) want to help UMAction inform one million United Methodists and their families about the urgent need
for church reform and faithfulness. Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of:

O $50 0 $75 O $100 OOther$

Please send UMAction Briefing to the United Methodists on the enclosed list of names and addresses.

Please send UMAction Briefing to the names | have marked in the enclosed church directory.

My Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip: E-mail:

If you are receiving duplicates of
UMAction Briefing, please send us
your address labels.

Clip and Mail to: UMAction c¢/o IRD
1110 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1180
Washington, DC 20005

BM0202




United Methodists Disagree With
Bishops On Missile Defense

t a meeting of the Associa-
Ation for Church Renewal

(ACR), the Chairman of
United Methodist Action assured
a White House official that most
United Methodists do not agree
with their Council of Bishops’
opposition to a missile defense
system for the United States.

David Stanley, who chairs the
UMAction Committee of the Insti-
tute on Religion and Democracy,
presented a stack of petitions to
Tim Goeglein, Special Assistant
to the President. The petitions,
signed by UMAction supporters,
assured President Bush that the
Council of Bishops did not speak
for them on missile defense.

The ACR is a coalition of
evangelical renewal organiza-
tions within mainline Protestant
churches. ACR executives meet
twice a year to share information
and ideas.

Last year the United Meth-
odist Council of Bishops voted
unanimously to oppose President

David Stanley presents UMAction petitions
to White House official Tim Goeglein.

Bush’s initiative to develop and
deploy a system to defend the
United States and other nations
against missile attack.

As Stanley told Goeglein, the
Bishops’ vote was apparently con-
ducted with little debate or discus-
sion, and with little or no advice
from persons knowledgeable
about the issues involved in missile
defense.

“It remains unclear how keep-
ing the United States permanently
defenseless against a missile
attack, whether launched delib-
erately or accidentally, fits within
the divine calling of a Christian
Bishop,” Stanley said.

“The events of September
11 reminded us even more dra-
matically of the divinely ordained
responsibility of our government
and all governments to defend
their peoples in a fallen world,”
Stanley told Goeglein.

“Christians can and do disagree
about the specifics of national
defense,” Stanley said. “But |
believe the vast majority of United

Methodists disagree with our
Council of Bishops when they
declare in the name of our church
that our nation should not be
defended from a potentially disas-
trous attack that would exceed
even the horror of September 11.”

Stanley told Goeglein that UM
Bishops and other officials will
make political statements in the
name of The United Methodist
Church.

“You can be sure that when
they do, they never speak for all
United Methodists. And typically,
they do not speak for the vast
majority of United Methodists,”
Stanley assured him.

“We feel blessed that the Presi-
dent is a member of our denomi-
nation,” Stanley concluded.

Goeglein met with the ACR
leaders in Washington and listened
to their concerns.

ACR members include the
IRD, Good News (United Meth-
odist), Confessing Movement
(United Methodist), Presbyterian
Layman, Presbyterians Pro-Life,
American Anglican Council, Bib-
lical Witness Fellowship (United
Church of Christ), Disciple
Renewal, American Baptist Evan-
gelicals, and several Lutheran
renewal organizations.

/—Zlction: Join Christians from other ACR renewal groups at
the CONFESSING THE FAITH Conference in Indianapolis on
October 24-26, 2002. For more information, contact UMAc-
tion at 202-969-8430. Or you can also view a flyer about the

conference at www.ird-renew.org .

/Z’ction: If you would like to sign the petition expressing
your disagreement with the United Methodist Bishops about

missile defense, e-mail UMAction at cregner@ird-renew.org or

phone 202-969-8430.
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Good News! UM Pro-lite Group Defends Unborn Children

Church and Society, which rou-
tinely defends abortion on demand
—even though The United Method-
ist Church opposes partial-birth
abortion and abortions for birth
control and gender selection (The
Book of Discipline, par. 161J).

Several Board of Church and
Society staffers, including General
Secretary Jim Winkler, attended
the Lifewatch service. BCS
employees have usually ignored
the annual service, even though it
is only an elevator ride away from
their offices.

“Bishops, General Church
executives, thousands of pastors,
and millions of laity are quiet about
abortion,” Stallsworth said. “As
millions of unborn children are lost
to abortion and their mothers are
damaged in countless ways, most
United Methodists remain quiet
about it.”

ifewatch, United Methodism’s
I unofficial pro-life network,
eld its annual worship ser-
vice in Washington, DC on the
29th anniversary of the Roe v.
Wade court decision that legalized
abortion on demand.

Lifewatch leader Paul Stalls-
worth, a UM pastor, reminded
United Methodists that we are
“called to be saints together” by
joining with the vast majority of
Christian churches across two
millennia who have defended the
sanctity of all human life. Life-
watch is the short name of the
Taskforce of United Methodists on
Abortion and Sexuality.

The Lifewatch service was
held in the chapel of the United
Methodist Building on Capitol
Hill, across from the Supreme
Court. The building is owned
by and houses the UM Board of

SPECIAL ACTION

Help your local church elect a pro-reform Lay Member of your 2003
Annual Conference -- more than one, if your church elects more than
one Lay Member. Help elect a pro-reform Alternate too. Please act now.
Key points:

1. The 2003 Annual Conference will elect the delegates to the vitally
important 2004 General Conference.

2. Talk with pro-reform friends. Select and work for a good candidate
for each position. Consider and pray: are YOU willing and able to serve as
a Lay Member?

3. Find out who is on your local church Nominations Committee, and
set the date of your annual Charge Conference (usually in the Fall).

4. This Summer, talk with your Pastor and the Nominations Commit-
tee members and recommend your candidate. Plan for several pro-reform
friends to do the same. Do not delay; Nominations Committees usually
discuss nominations in the Summer or very early Fall, before the charge
conference.

5. If the Nominations Committee does not nominate your candidate,
consider going to the Charge Conference, nominate your candidate (you
have the right to make nominations from the floor), and request a writ-
ten ballot.

To return the UMC to Christian faithfulness and accountability, many
more pro-reform Lay Members of each Annual Conference are urgently
needed.

Stallsworth likened The United
Methodist Church to the ancient
church at Corinth, as described
in the Book of Acts. Some Corin-
thian Christians followed Paul,
while others followed Peter or
Apollos. They were treating the
church “like a store,” following their
own “choice according to their
own preferences.”

Stallsworth said Saint Paul
reminded the Corinthians that the
church of Jesus Christ is not about
exercising “choice” but being
“consecrated together,...blameless
together,...holy together.”

“Through the ages, the Church,
made up of those ‘called to be
saints together,’ has always
included respect and protection
for the life of each human being,”
Stallsworth said. “For nearly
2,000 years, the Church has
taught that the unborn child and
mother are human beings created
by God, in God’s image.”

The United Methodist Board of
Church and Society, along with
the United Methodist Women’s
Division, belongs to the Religious
Coalition for Reproductive Choice,
which defends the legality of abor-
tion under all circumstances.

UM Action Briefing is the quar-
terly newsletter of the United
Methodist committee of the
ecumenical Institute on Reli-
gion and Democracy. Mark
Tooley, Editor. IRD was founded
in 1981 to promote reform of
America’s mainline churches,
with a special focus on their
political activities. For more
information call, write, or e-mail
us. We are a 501 (c) (3) organi-
zation. Contributions to IRD and
UMAction are tax-deductible.




Don’t Leave Our Church! U M ACtl on

Stay and Work for Reform! June 2002 BRIEFING NONPROFIT

. ORGANIZATION
T We tell you the painful truth Institute on Religion and Democracy US POSTAGE PAID
about what has gone wrong 1110 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 1180 MAILED FROM
with The United Methodist Washington, DC 20005-3593
Church: unfaithfulness and ZIP CODE 52761
far-left partisan politics by too PERMIT NO. 338
many high church officials. 202.969.8430
We don’t enjoy bringing you cregner@ird-renew.org
bad news, but we must tell the | \www.ird-renew.org/umaction
truth.
T The good news is the grow- RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ing movement to restore Scrip-
tural faithfulness in our church.
More and more United Meth-
odits are working together for
reform and renewal.

t Don’t leave! Our great
Methodist heritage is too valu-
able to be abandoned. Join
with us to help The United
Methodist Church return to its
Wesleyan roots as a growing,
evangelical, Christian church
living Christ’s Great Commis-
sion: “Go and make disciples
of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19)

Do You Agrf?e? ﬂ ction:

Please express your support for the statement below by clipping your copy and sign- Read and use the Institute on
ing it. Ask other United Methodists to sign; and send it to UMAction, 1110 Vermont Religion and Democracy’s “Straight
Avenue NV, Suite 1180, Washington, DC 20005. Answers to Moral Confusion.” Get it
from our website at www.ird-renew.org
e believe, as stated in or phone 202-969-8430. “Straight
\X/Romans 13, that all gov- name Answers” helps Christians approach
ernments have a divinely address the war against terrorism from a Scrip-
ordained responsibility to defend their i i tural perspective.
people. We believe our United Method- ~ City: state zip -
ist Church should affirm this Scriptural COH‘GCJCIOH
duty. name The March 2002 UMACction Brief-
ing reported on Rev. Bill Bouk-
ome United Methodist officials address night’s speech to the Congress
Sand agencies, including the city, state zip on Evangelism, in which he criti-
Board of Church and Society, cized the United Methodist con-
oppose the U.S. war against terrorism. firmation resource called “Claim
We disagree with them, and they do p—— the Name.” UMAction reported
not speak for us. that “Claim the Name” does not
address mention Jesus’ atonement, the
\X/e support our government’s City, state zip cross, or Jesus'’ role as Savior.
legitimate efforts to defeat However, the booklet does briefly
terrorism around the world. mention these subjects. Bouk-
We oppose any spending of United night was specifically criticizing
Methodist members’ contributions for name their absence in chapter 28 about
church agencies that oppose the war address the work and identity of Jesus.
on terrorism. We regret the error.
city, state zip




